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From the
editor

Coke or Pepsi, Mac or PC, 
sidereal or tropical? Major choices 
all, and for astrologers none is 
more major than which zodiac to 
use. This is largely an east-West 
debate, though not solely, as in both 
hemispheres attachment to our 
chosen cosmic reference point runs 
deep. 

Astrology is felt and experienced 
as much as studied, and our 
familiarity and skill with signs and 
symbols is sensitive to the slightest 
disruption. There is a huge psychic 
resistance to changing the basis 
upon which we read a horoscope. 

Zodiacal precession describes 
the equinoxes’ shift backwards in 
relation to the fixed stars. The 25,800 
year period, sometimes called the 
great year, has been known in 
the West since at least the second 
century BCe and is at the heart of 
the fabled Age of Aquarius, when 
the stars of that constellation will 
frame the sunrise at the Vernal 
equinox. technically, this precession 
will not happen for another three 
hundred years plus, though some 
people contend that highly evolved 
souls are already picking up on the 
dawning stage. Why this issue so 
exercises tropical astrologers, who 
do not employ zodiacal precession, 
is another question.
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The most widely used incremental difference (ayanamsha), between 
the two zodiacs, lahiri, today stands at twenty-four degrees, equating 
to an exact overlap in 285 Ce. This is clearly a momentous date, and 
it is significant in such a vast timescale that it corresponds so closely 
to the start of the Common era. it is also the approximate time when 
Ptolemy, the father of Western astrology, lived. so, whether one uses 
tropical or sidereal, the tenets of classical Western astrology were set 
down when it also had virtual full power from the constellations. By 
any astrological reckoning, this was bound to be a golden period in the 
great year.

Though the great majority of Jyotishis are siderealists, both zodiacs 
(Nirayana and sayana) are recognised, and there is occasional historical 
and technical hair-splitting over which should be used. Calculating 
the ascendant, for example, is an inherently tropical process based 
on the earth-sun relationship; and there is an intuitive argument for 
reckoning life on earth by our (tropical) sun and not by the distant 
(sidereal) suns of the fixed stars. yet by using the this system, zodiacal 
precession remains an objective fact that the astrologer chooses to 
ignore. 

The current Western academic preoccupation with Hellenistic 
and Arabic techniques seems to be motivated by a desire to restore 
astrology’s gravity and predictive potency. There is a quest for a missing 
link, a dusty scroll perhaps, that will lead us away from modern 
preoccupations with psychic angst and personal mythologising, 
and give us back the pithy astrology of the ancients. yet we would 
argue that astrology’s decline is not a matter of lost or mistranslated 
technique. Modern tropical astrology has become soft-focused and 
psychologically-oriented to the extent to which the two zodiacs have 
shifted out of alignment. simple. 

Debate continues about the two systems’ pre-eminence, with 
inevitable chauvinism on both sides over who-did-what first. There 
is evidence of cross-pollination: terms like trikona (trinal), kendra 
(angle) and others, have no direct sanskrit equivalent and seem to have 
been imported from Hellenistic astrology in the early centuries BCe. 

yet Jyotish proponents insist that their astrology is Vedic in origin 
and, by definition, timeless. Deriving from an oral tradition, it pre-

dates the earliest written evidence. even terminologies borrowed from 
greece were fused into a characteristically Vedic sidereal model with 
its own features and integrity.

The term ‘Vedic Astrology’ is not a misnomer: despite the lack 
of horoscopy in the canonical Vedas themselves, practical Jyotish is 
completely steeped in Vedic lore and its pantheon of gods, goddesses 
and Devatas. 

Among the contributors to this issue of Astrology Quarterly we are 
delighted to include ernst Wilhelm, who makes a plea for a hybrid of 
both tropical and sidereal. The cosmos is surely large enough to admit 
more than one possible reference point.

And therein lies the beauty and sustainability of Hindu Astrology. 
it has not just survived but flourished with abandon and breaking new 
ground more than ever. Pam Carruthers has a distinct take on robin 
Williams life and rahu-Ketu axis. With gordon we find saturn in 
scorpio affects us all.  

This special Jyotish edition of AQ comes in the Astrological 
lodge’s 100th year, and it is a pleasure to return the institution to its 
theosophical roots in the astrology and thought of india. We hope the 
centenary will see a rise in interest in Vedic Astrology and its unique 
perspective.

                                                                   Adam smith & sonal sachdeva
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AstrologiCAl loDge oF loNDoN, 7.15 PM, 13tH July, 1915

Now entering its 100th year, The Astrological lodge of london is 
in its auspicious Jupiter Maha dasha, sun Antar dasha. Jupiter is the 
gnatikaraka, which means it is the second lowest degree longitudinally 
in the chart. gnatikaraka represents disease and enemies – when one 
runs a dasha of gnatikaraka, enemies will have a bad time, making it 
easier to defeat them.

That we are celebrating a hundred years of this, one of the world’s 
oldest astrological institutions, is testimony to this. Jupiter in Pisces 
in the 4th house, is also the chart ruler or Lagnesha – probably the 
reason the Astrological lodge has always had grand, centrally-
located premises! Between the old Art Workers’ guild and the present 
Theosophical lodge, there is tradition of quasi-aristocratic, very 
Jupiterian, locations.

We find a full 7th house , with 7th house ruler Mercury in its own sign. 
With the conjunctions of 2nd, 3rd, 6th, 9th, 10th, 11th rulers in the 7th, and 
the Moon in its own sign in Cancer conjoining Ketu, in the house of shared 
resources, is it any wonder that it has been sustained by committees and 
people contributing their resources, wealth and knowledge?

The 8th house is a strong indication of the lodge’s attitude towards 
profits: it is ready to ‘give up’ (Ketu), rather than hoard and acquire. With 
the Moon in Cancer, there is an emotional disposition to be detached, 
forgiving, letting go, non-acquisitive – realms that epitomise Ketu.

The rising sign is Mula nakshatra, which has a penchant for 
socialising. The lodge has always maintained a strong meet-and-greet 
custom, with astrological principles being learnt in the pub after hours, 
as well as in the lecture room. sun in Punarvasu nakshatra will always 
attract faces from far flung parts of the world. Moon in Pushayami 
nakshatra will nurture newcomers and seasoned old timers alike.

 A unique point called the yogi Point (yP) is in Capricorn in the 
2nd house with rahu. This is a clear indicator that the lodge will 
benefit under the nurturing expertise of people with strong placements 
in Capricorn, notably, the sun, Moon or Ascendant. The yogi point 
in any chart is a strong indicator of the kind of people who will be 
emotionally and materially beneficial.

 sonal sachdeva
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to understand Vedic astrology it is 
necessary to have some knowledge of the 
various strands of ancient wisdom that 
are drawn upon that make it so unique. 
so before we get into the astrological 
factors we need to look at the cultural 
context.The Vedas or Vedanta is among 
the earliest known literature of indo-
Aryan civilisation that hails from 
ancient india. Composed in sanskrit, its 
origins are considered to be apaurueya 
meaning ‘not of human agency’. While 
this might seem extraordinary, you 
should  be aware that this knowledge 
was originally imparted aurally from 
the cosmos. The ancient seers or rishis 
heard them. Described as sruti (‘what is 
heard’), they are akin to divine cosmic 
knowledge.

rig Veda is one of the oldest texts in 
any indo-european language and dates 
back to 1500 BCe–1000 BCe.some 
scholars even date it as early as 12000 
BCe–4000BCe. All the astrological 
teachings of the period are featured 
in the rig Veda. yet this work extends 
beyond astrology alone.
The Vedas as a whole form the backbone 
of Hinduism.These writings underpin 
the entire philosophical, spiritual, 
sociological, psychological doctrines of 
the eastern culture, as we know it today. 

As an ancient scripture, the Vedas 
are the most complete and universal, 
with an established influence directly or 
indirectly across the spectrum of world 
religions.

Jyotisha, meaning, ‘light heavenly body’ is the traditional Hindu 
system of astronomy and astrology. Vedanta Jyotisha is one of the 
earliest texts about astronomy within the Vedas. 

in Athar Veda, a list of 28 stars or asterisms are given, many of 
which are present day nakshatras (lunar constellations). in essence, the 
fundamental purpose of nakshatras was time-keeping according to the 
motion of the Moon.

By tracking the motion of the Moon across the various nakshatras, 
this was further refined. According to Mayansura, author of surya 
siddhanta, an ancient text on astronomy, a nakshatra is a time unit 
with duration of 27 days. This 27 day time cycle has been taken to 
mean a particular group of stars. Thus, stars are akin to time segments 
on a clock of 27 units through which hands of time pass (the moon). 
The ancients viewed the moon and its sojourn through each of the 
stars central to understanding of time.

An 18th century manuscript of the Rigveda,the earliest 
and most auspicious of the four Vedas.
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The nakshatras predate the Hellenistic influences in india. 
originally, the Hindu Astronomy began with 28 constellations, but 
it was mathematically more convenient to have it divided into 27 
segments, giving 13° 20’ for each of the 27 stars. The surya siddhantha 
specifies concisely the coordinates of the twenty seven nakshatras 
which are explained more fully later on.

in Vedic astrology, the Moon plays a critical role in understanding 
the nature of the natal chart, together with the sun and Ascendant. The 
relevant nakshatras occupied by these three pillars: namely the sun, 
Moon and the Ascendant, which determine how and where and what 
you manifest in this lifetime, are pranic (meaning ‘vital life force’) in 
nature. Through these nakshatras or constellations, we know where 
our inherent tendencies lie on a psychic, spiritual level and where 
those will manifest.

each of these nakshatras has a specific vibrational energy associated 
with it. For instance, Purvashada, the twentieth nakshatra; or Bharani, 
the second—both have a fierce, angry, piercing quality, well suited for 
tasks that demand these characteristics.

ozzy osborne, lead singer of heavy metal band Black sabbath, has 
his natal moon in Purvashada. Although he didn’t write the words, 
he fronted the band singing intense songs focused on feelings of 
alienation, rage and destruction. These themes very much in keeping 
with his Moon in Purvasadha. 

 Jim Morrison, lead singer for The Doors, legendary lyricist and 
poet had his natal Moon is Bharani nakshatra. And Bharani has a lot of 
those qualities that he exemplified. His work describes scenes of death, 
rebirth and sexual excess. transformation, deep spirituality, and a very 
strong feeling of being restricted are prevalent concerns in the lives of 
people who have Moon, sun or Ascendant in Bharani. Perhaps this 
is unsurprising given the symbolism for the Bharani nakshatra is the 
vagina, where a baby has to pass through for birth to happen—a rite 
of passage for creativity.These people have a drive and a phenomenal 
capacity for creativity. Jim Morrison certainly displayed all these in 
abundance to the very end. yet, this restriction is never outside and 
always within.

“My favourite prank in heavy metalwork was to get 
a penny and spend three or four minutes making it 
really hot with a blowtorch, and then leave it on 
Mr Lane’s desk, so that he’d see it and pick it up out 
of curiosity.

First you’d hear: ‘Waaaaahhhhhh!’

Then: ‘Osbourne, you little b******!’  Heh-heh-heh. 
The old hot-penny trick. Priceless, man.” 

                                             Ozzy Osbourne, I Am Ozzy
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each nakshatra has a deity/lord associated with it with a very 
specific mythological story that illuminates the nature and flavour of 
its manifestation. Nelson Mandela’s natal Moon illustrates these factors 
as it is in the Visakha nakshatra, which is another intense position. 
Here, the lord is Jupiter the ruler of the Visakha nakshatra. its traits 
are an innate sense of deep devotion to its spiritual goals. its approach 
is consistent and stubborn, qualities that Nelson Mandela exhibited in 
his tireless pursuit of his aims. 

He was unwittingly speaking through his Moon Visakha, when he 
remarked, “As i walked out the door toward the gate that would lead to 
my freedom, i knew if i didn’t leave my bitterness and hatred behind, i 
would still be in prison.”

To be  continued (part 2) . . .

Sonal Sachdeva is a film-maker and an astrologer who studied 
under Liz Greene at the CPA. In 2010 she founded a group The 
Circle of Divine Astrology, which holds events, discussions, talks 
and multimedia projects in London. Her films deal with social 
issues, the environment, and the ways people from different 
cultures live, think and feel. Circle of Divine Video project 
online has been first of its kind to document interviews with 
astrologers and from practitioners of alternative healing arts 
from all around the world. A couple of years ago, Circle of 
Divine Astro-essences were launched . They are 100 percent pure 
oil blends for nourishing the skin and promoting emotional 
well-being. Each of the 12 oil blends are hand-made according 
to the placement of Sun, Moon or Ascendant.
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FREE astrology classes on Mondays at 6 pm.  All are welcome. 

      
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter 

for up to date news

The Astrological Lodge of London holds its meetings on Mondays at 
50 Gloucester Place, London, W1U 8AE.

7 pm   Main lecture
8 pm  Tea break
8:30 pm Choice of advanced class or chart discussion

Admission:  Members £7.00 Non-members £10.00
(Concessionary rates available.)

Astrology in all its 
branches

Submissions

Correspondence & submissions for Astrology Quarterly should be 
sent to quarterlyeditor@astrolodge.co.uk or to The Editor, Astrological 

Lodge of London, BM 5739, London WC1N 3XX. 
(For lengthy submissions, please query first.)

www.astrolodge.co.uk 


